
Writing a Literary Essay: Step by Step
Literary Essay: Great Expectations
Choose one essay topic from the list and keep the following notes in mind.
Essay Guidelines:
· [image: image1.png]


Be sure to read the question carefully and answer all parts of the question.

· Organize your ideas in a logical and coherent manner.

· Use language that communicates ideas effectively.

· Follow the conventions of standard written English.

· Use textual evidence to support your statements.

Requirements:

· Include a heading; use MLA format => => => => => => => 
· Essay should be typed in Times New Roman, 12 point font.

· Double Spaced, 3 page minimum
· PROOFREAD: spell check, read aloud, take your time

· Use in-line documentation for all quotes, i.e.: “Quote” (132).
Part A. Frequently Asked Questions
     1. What is a literary essay? 

· An essay in which you explore the meaning and construction of a piece of literature.
· The objective is to discuss the themes, characters, situations and concepts in a formal writing style that presents the reader with a thoughtful analysis of the text. 
· When you are analyzing literature, you are like a detective who gathers evidence and makes inferences based on the evidence gathered. When you write the essay, you are presenting your case findings and conclusions.  
· A literary essay may be your own interpretation, based only on your reading of the piece, or it may be an amalgamation of your interpretation and literary criticism, but it MUST be supported by evidence from the text, which you will put in quotation marks and cite with in-line documentation. 
2. How many paragraphs should the essay contain?
· It depends on how much you have to say. You know that you create a new paragraph when you present a new idea or when you are elaborating on an idea. A paragraph may be twenty sentences long or it may be five sentences long. As the author, these are choices you must make. 
· Remember that you must have an introductory paragraph and a concluding paragraph. Analogy: Think of these as the top and bottom slices of bread in your “essay sandwich.” What kind of sandwich will you make? It all depends on what you put in between the bread. 
Part B. Identifying Elements of the Introductory Paragraph

Write in complete sentences!

      1. What is the theme of the work of literature that you will write about? 
      2. What is the genre of the work of literature that you will write about? 

      3. What is the title of the work of literature that you will write about? 

      4. Who is the author of the work of literature that you write about? 

      5. What is the background (setting & main idea) of the work?

 Part C. You Are Now Ready To Start Pre-writing your Introduction (10 points)
1. Formulate a provocative lead based on the essay topic you chose. This should really get the reader thinking about the topic or concept you will discuss. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2.  Write a sentence (s) that states the genre, title, author and setting. You will most likely change the structure of this sentence when you draft; right now you’re brainstorming for information to include in the introduction.  
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Briefly discuss the character(s) you will write about. Explain who the character is, explain the situation that character is facing that relates to the theme/ concept you are writing about. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Write a Thesis Statement. This will tell the reader exactly what your paper will be about. It is the main idea or purpose of your essay. Do not write, “This essay will be about…” Instead, make a clear, direct statement. Ask yourself, “What is my point?”, and “What will I be discussing?”, “What do I want my reader to understand? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Part D. Drafting the Introduction of Your Literary Essay (5 points) 

Okay, now you’re ready to put it all together and see how it looks and sounds! Combine the parts of your pre-writing to create a draft of your introductory paragraph for your literary essay. Use the information in the sentences you wrote in C1-C4 here. Add transition, words, phrases, and sentences as needed. Keep the writing formal and academic, but don’t stifle your style. I want to hear your voice in your writing. (~Without using “I.”)  
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Body Paragraphs 
· As the author you must decide how to set up your body paragraphs in terms of the order of your ideas and the number of paragraphs you will need to make your essay effective. 
· The topic sentence is the first sentence of each body paragraph. Therefore, it is crucial that it is a great sentence! It will indicate to the reader what the paragraph will prove in relation to your thesis statement. It should be an interesting sentence that catches the reader’s attention. 

An example of a weak topic sentence is, “Tom is black, and the white people don’t like him.” 

An example of a strong topic sentence is, “Through the character Tom Robinson, Harper Lee clearly shows how acts of racism can destroy an innocent person’s life.”

· In the body paragraphs, provide examples to support your statements. You may describe a situation, event or character through indirect quotes, and/or use direct quotes. You must have at least one direct quote in each body paragraph, correctly cited, in order to pass the paper. (Pick a good one!)  Remember:  NO DRIVE BY QUOTES!
· Don’t forget transitions between ideas and paragraphs.
Concluding Paragraph  
This paragraph reiterates your important points and “wraps up” your essay. This paragraph is as important as your introduction. Don’t cut it short! Include the following elements.
· Author & Characters that you dealt with
· Thesis statement-reworded
· The most exemplary detail that proves your thesis
· End with a general statement about the theme/concept/idea you discussed in the essay. This should be a provocative statement that leaves the reader thinking.  It may be a general statement about human nature, history, or current events.
Drafting the Conclusion of Your Literary Essay  

Okay, now you’re ready to put it all together and see how it looks and sounds! Combine the elements above to create a draft. *Remember to add any transition words, phrases or sentences as needed.*
**************************************************************************************************Use Parenthetical Documentation. For this essay, you don’t need to write the author’s last name since all the quotes will come from one source, Great Expectations. For example, cite quotes this way:
Pip finally recognizes that Joe is a loyal, steadfast character, who loves him unconditionally. Pip expresses this realization when he says, “There was no change whatever in Joe. Exactly what he had been in my eyes then, he was in my eyes still; just as simply faithful, just as simply right” (450). 

**************************************************************************************************

CONGRATULATIONS! Now you’re ready to compose your first draft!
Name ______________________________________



Period ______________
Self- Evaluation/Editing Checklist 
Directions: Check off each box as you complete the revision process. Take your time, and REALLY check to make sure you have done what is stated!  This should be handed in with your final copy.
Revising for Structure and Content

· Does the heading contain your name, the teacher’s name, the assignment, and the due date? All double-spaced?  (MLA format)
· Is there an interesting title to your essay? (Not in quotes, not underlined, not bolded!)
· Does your introduction contain a general statement, the genre, the title, the author’s name, the setting/ background information for what you will discuss, and your thesis statement?

· Did you italicize the title of the book everywhere it’s mentioned? 
· Is there a topic sentence at the beginning of each paragraph that is interesting and clear?
· Is there a transition sentence to connect each paragraph?

· Did you use direct evidence from the text to support your statements in each of your body paragraphs, and properly cite it using MLA in-line doc.? 

Ex. “Quote” (342).  (Make sure there are no “dropped” quotes:  quotes that are not introduced with an opening phrase. Make sure the speaker of each quote is mentioned—if you are quoting the stage directions, then say so.)
· Does your conclusion contain your thesis statement, a conclusive example, and a general statement?

· Have you read your essay ALOUD to another person to proofread for clarity, fluency, and clear phrasing? 
Revising Grammar and Mechanics

· Did you write in complete sentences, without any run-on sentences or fragments?

· Did you use apostrophes appropriately?  (Check all your possessive nouns and pronouns.)
· Have you correctly punctuated your quotes?
· Have you “spell-checked” and made an appropriate decision when spell check may have made an error?

· I have written and proofread my essay to the best of my ability. I have asked for help when I needed it, and I am proud of the work I produced. 

X______________________________________________________ (Sign Here)

Due Date for FINAL COPY:  Thursday, October 22
svachris@smithtown.k12.ny.us
Author’s Name ____________________________________    Reviewer’s Name _______________________
Part K. Peer Review Checklist (10 points)
 

· Does the heading contain the author’s name, teacher’s name, the assignment, and the due date? Put a check next to each part listed here. 

· Is there an interesting title to the essay? Circle it where it is/should be, and write “Title.” If it’s not interesting, make a suggestion for a new title. 
· Does the essay contain numerous paragraphs in the following order: Introduction, Body Paragraphs, and a Conclusion? Circle each paragraph and label it in the margin.

· Does the author’s introduction contain a general statement, the genre, the title, the author, background information and a thesis statement? Underline each part of the introduction listed here. If any part is poorly written or weak, make note of it on the essay.
· Is there a topic sentence at the beginning of each paragraph that is interesting and clear? Highlight it. Do this for all body paragraphs.
· Does the author’s conclusion contain the genre, title, author’s name, setting, thesis statement, a concluding example, and a general statement? Underline each part of the conclusion listed here. If any part is poorly written or weak, make note of it on the essay.
· Are there any run-ons, fragments, or apostrophe error problems? Are proper nouns capitalized? Go through the paper and circle any run-ons, fragments, and apostrophe errors. Label the error so the author knows what it is. 
· Are there any misspelled words? Circle them and write the correct spelling. If you don’t know the correct spelling, tell the author to look it up.

· Do you think this essay is ready to be published, or do you think it needs to be revised further? Discuss why or why not with the author.

· Comments: Write what the author did well in his or her essay. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Sign Here X____________________________________________ Date __________________
Your name			          	   


Mrs. Urry


American Lit 


Due Date





From Rags to Riches and Back Again: The Life of Philip “Pip” Pirrip





	In youth people often have great expectations for their future only to have them wholly disappointed by hardship and suffering. However, the smart ones learn from these experiences and turn out richer in character than before. Phillip “Pip” Pirrip’s life travels such a path in Victorian England in Charles Dickens’ classic novel Great Expectations. 








