Integrating Quotations*

Readers need to move from your own words to the words of a source without feeling a jolt.  To provide a clear signal to the reader that a quote is coming, use signal phrases, which typically includes author’s name, often includes title of work, and sometimes includes background information and experience of author.

Dropped Quotation

Although many people do not want to acknowledge white privilege, it does exist.  “White privilege is an invisible package of unearned assets which I can count on cashing in each day, but about which I was “meant” to remain oblivious.”  White people in America benefit from white privilege in numerous was.

Quotation with signal phrase  (Uneasy integration)

Although many people do not want to acknowledge white privilege, it does exist.  In her essay, ”White Privilege:  Unpacking the Invisible Knapsack,” Peggy McIntosh describes white privilege as “an invisible package of unearned assets which I can count on cashing in each day, but about which I was “meant” to remain oblivious.”  White people in America benefit from white privilege in numerous was.

Quotation with signal phrase  (Smooth integration)

Although many people do not want to acknowledge white privilege, it does exist.  In her essay, ”White Privilege:  Unpacking the Invisible Knapsack,” Peggy McIntosh describes white privilege as “an invisible package of unearned assets” which white people in America benefit from in numerous ways unawares.   A couple of examples of white privilege that I benefit from are…..

Signal phrases often include verbs that indicate the source author’s attitude or approach to what he or she says.  These verbs are in the present tense, typical of writing in the humanities.

          Author is neutral

Author infers or suggests

Author argues


Author is uneasy
       Comments


analyzes



claims



or disparaging
       Describes


asks




contends


belittles

       Explains


assesses



defends


bemoans

       Illustrates


concludes



holds



complains

       Notes

              considers



insists



condemns

       Observes


finds




maintains


deplores

       Points out


predicts







deprecates

      Records


proposes



Author agrees


derides

      Relates


reveals




admits



disagrees

      Reports


shows




agrees



laments

      Says



speculates



concedes


warns

      Sees



suggests



grants

     Thinks


supposes

     Writes

Vary your signal phrases to suit your interpretation of borrowed material and also to keep reader’s interest.

Tatum contends that “the relevant question is not whether all Whites are racist, but how we can move more White people from a position of active or passive racism to one of active antiracism.”

“The relevant question,” Tatum contends, “is not whether all Whites are racist, but how we can move more White people from a position of active or passive racism to one of active antiracism.”

 “The relevant question is not whether all Whites are racist, but how we can move more White people from a position of active or passive racism to one of active antiracism,” Tatum contends.

Using the ellipsis mark

To condense a quoted passage, you can use the ellipses mark  (three spaced periods) to indicate that you have omitted words.  What remains must be grammatically correct.

According to Laurie Gries, a writing instructor at the University of Montana, “many students [in her basic composition class] do not know how to integrate quotations smoothly into their text….They often simply insert quotes without a signal phrase.”

Information omitted was She thinks they never have been taught how to incorporate quotes.  

Using brackets

Brackets (square parentheses) allow you to insert words of your own into quoted material.  You can insert words in brackets to clarify matters or to keep a sentence grammatical in your context.

According to Laurie Gries, a writing instructor at the University of Montana, “many students [in her basic composition class] do not know how to integrate quotations smoothly into their text.

Setting off long quotations

When you quote more than four typed lines of prose, set off the quotation by indenting one inch (or ten spaces) left of margin and single space.  Long quotations be introduced by signal phrase, usually followed by a colon.  Quotation marks are unnecessary.

Laurie Gries, a writing instructor at the University of Montana, fears:

Many students [in her basic composition class] do not know how to integrate quotations smoothly into their text.  She suspects they were never taught how to incorporate quotes in their secondary education.  They often simply insert quotes without a signal phrase, take the source author’s quotes out of context, and have absolutely no idea how to use ellipses or brackets.  Consequently, her student’s writing is often difficult to read.  More so, and ironically, by trying to present credible evidence to increase the credibility of their own argument, they often make themselves seem less credible in the process.  She has created a worksheet on integrating quotations to help her students address this problem (personal interview).

Limiting your use of quotations

Except for the following legitimate use of quotations, use your own words to summarize and paraphrase your sources and to explain your own ideas.  

When to use quotations:

· When language is especially vivid or expressive

· When exact wording is needed for technical accuracy

· When it is important to let the debaters of an issue explain their positions in their own words

· When the words of an important authority lend weight to an argument

· When the language of a source is the topic of your discussion (as in an analysis or interpretation)

· When the author’s language presents the topic so succinctly and articulately that there is no way you can possibly express it any clearer.

*Note:  All material in this handout is taken directly from A Pocket Style Manual  (Diana Hacker. 4th edition) and The Little Brown Compact Handbook (Jane E. Aaron 5th edition.)
How are the use of quotes effective or not effective, and why?

The photograph shows a man in a black suit standing with his back to the camera and holding a speech in front of a big group of soldiers. The man is Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld who is in Kuwait, responding to a soldier’s question about many units not having proper armor for combat.. “Our soldiers have been fighting in Iraq for coming up on three years…we’re digging pieces of rusted scrap metal and compromised ballistic glass that’s already been shot up, dropped, busted, picking the best out of this scrap to put on our vehicles to take into combat”. To this question, Rumsfeld answered as followed: “As you know, you go to war with the army you have. They’re not the army you might want or wish to have at a later time” (Defense Link 2).

In a study done by the Association of Iraqi Psychologists (API) they fear for the upcoming generations. Since these children are growing up exposed to violence, it would affect their behavior in the future. “Children in Iraq are seriously suffering psychologically with all the insecurity, especially with the fear of kidnapping and explosions,” said Marwan Abdullah, an API worker. Many people are focusing on how the war affects the soldiers but no one ever stops to think about how children are affected by this war. Being exposed to violence everyday may cause many psychological problems in the future. Their minds would function to kill since they grow up thinking its okay to carry weapons around and have bombs explode in your city.

The visuals in the video raise questions about learning more about how the police interact with journalists. “Journalists aren’t above the law, but police shouldn’t arrest journalists who are doing their jobs and not interfering with the law,” said Jane Kirtley, a professor of media ethics and law at the University of Minnesota. “I guess we need more training of police so they’ll understand they need to pull back.” (www.startribune.com)

___________
Now look at your rough draft. Point to a place where you used a quotation. Assess the effectiveness of this quotation in the same way we did above. If you don’t have a quotation in your first draft, go to one of the class readings that you are integrating in your essay. Write a paraphrase or summary of information from a text that you might include in your essay. Include a quote in this paraphrase or summary. Make sure the signal phrase corresponds to the author’s tone or attitude. Write the paraphrase or summary below.

