Paragraph Writing Rubric

	Quality Indicators
	Exemplary (A)
	Learned (B)
	Basic

(C)
	Apprentice

(D)
	Insufficient

(F)

	
	CONTENT
	
	
	
	
	

	Main Idea:
Topic Sentence

	The topic/main sentence introduces the general topic of the paragraph. Purpose is clear and focused. (The topic sentence properly addresses the assignment.)  Paragraph is centered on a meaningful/significant topic
	
	
	
	
	

	Development:
· Evidence from the text

· Supporting Details
· Analysis
	The writer has used sufficient evidence from the text to support his/her ideas.  There are numerous details and they fully support the topic sentence. Evidence is in the form of summary, paraphrase and quotation. Quotations are correctly embedded into the text with proper citations.

Evidence is analyzed strongly and connections are made to the topic sentence and explained clearly.
	
	
	
	
	

	Organization: 

· Structure

· Introduction

· Conclusion

· Coherence 

· Transition of ideas

· Lack of repetition
	The succeeding sentences are organized to properly develop or explain the topic sentence.
Sentences are organized in logical and creative manner

You transition effectively and smoothly from one idea to the next.

Creative and engaging intro and conclusion (concluding sentence sums up or concludes the discussion of the paragraph and is not simply a repeat of the topic sentence
	
	
	
	
	

	Voice (Language): 

· Personality

· Sense of audience

and Word Choice:

· precision
· effectiveness
· imagery
	The writer reveals an understanding of audience and purpose through effective use of diction and syntax.
Expressive, engaging, sincere

Shows emotion: humor, honesty, suspense or life

Vocabulary is precise, carefully chosen

Strong, fresh, vivid images
	
	
	
	
	

	Sentence fluency:
· rhythm, flow

· variety
	High degree of craftsmanship
Effective variation in sentence patterns

Does not sound choppy or rambling

Does not include run-on sentences or fragments

Sentences flow nicely when read out loud
	
	
	
	
	

	
	GRAMMAR & USAGE
	
	
	
	
	

	Conventions of Standard English+
Age appropriate for spelling, capitalization, punctuation and grammar
	The writing demonstrates control of standard writing conventions (e.g., punctuation, spelling, capitalization, grammar and usage) and uses them effectively to enhance communication. Errors are so few and so minor that they do not impede readability. 
	
	
	
	
	


Grade:       _______
