Ms. Miller – English 9
                              Name__________________________________________

Three kinds of writing are:

Persuasive

Purpose:  To argue or persuade

Examples:  Essay, position paper, editorial

Some examples of prompts are:

· Persuade your audience that…

· Convince your audience that…

· Does watching violence on television…

· Should students wear school uniforms?

Expository

Purpose:  To inform

Examples:  Report, Explanation, Procedure, Compare/Contrast, Cause/Effect

Some examples of prompts are:

· Recount (tell) what happened when…

· Record the events…

· Write a report on…

· Explain how to…

· Describe the procedure for…

Narrative

Purpose:  to entertain or tell a story

Examples:  Story (personal, true or imaginative), Fable, Myth, Poem, Play, Biography, Autobiography

Some examples of prompts:

· Tell about a time when…

· Write a story…

· Write a poem… 

Description is used in all forms of writing to create a vivid impression of a person, place, object, or event.  Description includes:

· Colorful adjectives and adverbs

· Imagery – descriptions that appeal to the five senses and create a picture in the readers mind

· Active verbs

· Show don’t tell

· Figurative language (metaphor, simile, oxymoron, hyperbole)

· Details
Autobiographical Writing

Personal narratives/ Autobiographical incidents-  

· tell a true story about an event, an experience, or relationship in the writer’s own life.  

· shares the writer’s personal opinions, feelings and insights, and reactions

· can be as simple as a description of a recent car trip or as complex as the story of a person’s life.
· can be a reflection or an exploration of your values, told as a story. 

· can be a memory of your past, or a memorable person or event from that past, or even the present. 

· you could choose to write about someone else or write about an observation you've made about a recent event. ( ex. your parents, or your favorite sport or hobby). 

Loosen up!  After all, you're basically just telling a story to someone, something you probably do every day in casual conversation. 

Once you get the basic story down, then you can begin turning it into an essay. The important aspect to remember is that you should have a story and should be making a point. 

Effective autobiographical writing usually includes:

· A series of events that involve the writer as the main character.

· A conflict or event that affects the writer.  
· Details
· Point of View = 1st person.  The use of “I” makes it more personal.

· Describe events (be descriptive, using powerful adjectives and appealing to the senses)

· Thoughts, feelings and insights of the writer
· Use anecdotes (story)

· Use dialogue

**Remember there are two points of view – the author’s feelings when the event happened, and the author’s feelings now when writing about it.

Assignment:
Read the two excerpts from Maya Angelou’s autobiography “I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings”

p 476 – 487 and handout.
Read Maya Angelou and brief background
Maya brings experience alive though vivid descriptions and dialogue!
1. Think of a memorable event that you would like to explore and share.

· Use your “Where I’m From Poem” and Memory Map as brainstorms for ideas.

· Use Maya Angelou’s writing as a model.

2. Write a two- page autobiographical incident.

· We will go to the writing lab.

· Heading should be as follows:

Your Name





Autobiography Assignment

Ms. Miller 





Date
· Times New Roman

· 12-point font

· First draft due on:


Always remember your audience!
Remember the Following as You Prepare Your Narrative:





*Starting Point:  


Personal writing begins with a memorable event that you would like to explore and share.





*Purpose:  


This type of writing helps you make sense out of your experiences.  On another level, personal writing is designed to inform and/or entertain your readers.

















